
  Ebook Library Starter Guide 
There are two ways to access books in EBL.  The Online Reader allows you to “check out” books for 
24 hours and renew as many times as needed.  It is also possible to download books to your computer 
or portable Ebook reader.  Ebooks are always accessible to multiple users at any given time.  You can 
find Ebooks by searching the Library Catalog or searching/ browsing directly in EBL.  

How do I find books?     You can find books either directly through the EBL site or through the Library Catalog.  On 
the EBL site you can search by author, title, or keyword, or browse all books available (over 18,000) or by category.  If you 
are searching the Library Catalog and a book is available electronically click on the icon labeled “URL” on the item record 
on the search results page.   

Can anybody access EBL books?     Using EBL through the Library website requires logging in with your Z number 
and Cryptocard, so only LANL employees may use this resource.   

How long can I use EBL books?     Books can be browsed for 5 minutes to decide if it is what you want.  After that 
EBL will prompt you to “create a loan.”  Books can be read online or downloaded to your computer.  After the 5 minute 
browse time, if you want to keep the book, a loan is created for 24 hours using the Online Reader.  If you choose to 
download the book, they are available for 1, 7, 14, or 28 days depending on the book.  It is possible to create individual 
collections with the “My Collections” tab to store books for easy future access.  EBL also remembers what books you have 
recently accessed and shows them on your Bookshelf when you log in. 

What is the difference between “Read Online” and “Download?”     Using the Online Reader, you have 
access to the book for a loan period of 24 hours.  The book can be renewed as many times as you like, and as frequently 
or irregularly as you need it.  You can download books which is particularly handy if you use a portable E-book reader or 
laptop you will disconnect from the internet.  After the loan period expires you will no longer be able to access the book on 
your device without downloading it again. 

How do I use the online reader?     After you select a book, the cover will appear in the main portion of the screen 
with an information box along the left-hand side.  The default setting for this box is the Table of Contents for the book.  
Use the tabs between this section and the book to access different features.  The Details tab displays information about 
the book including Title, Author, and Number of Pages.  It also allows you to see how much time you have left on your 
loan as well as printing and copying allowances.  The Search tab allows you to search the entire text of the book for 
keywords or phrases.  The Notes tab allows you to create and export notes about the book.  Use the arrow buttons along 
the top toolbar to navigate through the book.  Here you can also change the print size, print or copy sections, and look up 
words in a dictionary. 

Can I print or copy and paste sections of books?     EBL has a generous printing/copying policy.  You are able to 
print up to 20% of books and copy/paste up to 5%.  Each time you “renew” the short-term loan of a book, the percentage 
you are allowed to print or copy decreases.  Due to copyright law, you are not allowed to print entire books.  EBL does 
monitor the printing/ copying of books so please do not take advantage of these privileges.  In order to print/ copy, use the 
copy and print buttons at the top of the screen.  You must be in PDF mode to select text. 

Is special software required for reading “Downloaded” books?     Yes.  EBL requires the use of Adobe Digital 
Editions, available as a free download at: http://www.adobe.com/products/digitaleditions/  It is necessary to register with 
the Adobe site prior to installation.  You will need your Adobe username/ password to authorize ADE on your computer or 
device.  Once Adobe Digital Editions is installed on your computer or device, downloaded books will automatically be 
saved here.  When using portable readers, ADE must be installed on both the computer used to download the book and 
the portable reader. Look at http://www.adobe.com/products/digitaleditions/devices/ for supported eBook devices. 

  Questions? Contact the Research Library at library@lanl.gov or 505.667.5809 

http://www.adobe.com/products/digitaleditions/�
http://www.adobe.com/products/digitaleditions/devices/�
mailto:library@lanl.gov�

