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          May 7, 2004

Mr. Joe Yanek

(EFCOG ISM Working Group Chair)

Department Manager, QA Services
Westinghouse Savannah River Company
PO Box 616, Building 730-4B
Aiken, SC 29808

Subject: Standing down of the DOE Contractor Supplier Quality Information Group (SQIG) and the transitioning of the SQIG tools, i.e. Database, Website, List server to the EFCOG Procurement Quality Group

Dear Mr. Yanek:

The DOE Contractors Supplier Quality Information Group (SQIG) has recognized that the Energy Facilities Contractors Organization Group (EFCOG) is working to consolidate all of the quality groups within DOE, e.g. QAWG, QSM-SIG, EMCAP, SQIG.  Ray Hardwick, DOE Deputy Assistant Secretary, proposed this at the December 2002 QSM-SIG meeting.  Then at the December 2003 QSM-SIG, you outlined a quality group that would function under your direction within EFCOG. Even though SQIG was not specifically mentioned, you kept the SQIG philosophy of sharing supplier quality information and a standardized approach to the evaluation process.

We feel that with this new direction set by Ray Hardwick, it is time for the SQIG organization to stand down and support the new EFCOG Procurement Quality group.  As of May 11, 2004, the SQIG is turning over the management of our website, supplier evaluation database, and list server to the EFCOG Procurement Quality group.  These tools will still be available to the DOE complex.  We encourage the new EFCOG Procurement Quality group to work with the SQIG Chair-elect, Ronald B. Natali, to help make this a smooth transition.  This will allow the new group the freedom it needs to create the next generation of SQIG.  We have and continue to encourage the SQIG membership to support this new effort.

The DOE Contractors Supplier Quality Information Group (SQIG) was created in August 1991, primarily due to the concerns of customers and stakeholders to minimize multiple supplier evaluations by DOE contractors. For the past 13 years SQIG, has been managed by an executive steering committee consisting of volunteers from DOE Contractors and DOE-HQ personnel.  This steering committee developed a strategy that included a common supplier database of evaluated suppliers, communication tools e.g. a list-server, website, with the objective of relieving suppliers of redundant evaluations, improving customer-supplier relationships, and reducing costs to both DOE Contractors and suppliers while receiving no direct funding from the Department of Energy (DOE).  Since August of 1991 SQIG, has facilitated the sharing of 641 supplier evaluations with a cost savings to DOE contractors in excess of $1.67 million.  This cost savings was achieved mainly due to participation from a hand full of DOE contractors.  By the mid 1990’s, SQIG steering committee began working with Richard Hopf, DOE Director, Office Of Procurement & Assistance Management, to bring procurement and quality together.  From Mr. Hopf’s support, SQIG received DOE recognition when we were awarded the Hammer award and two DOE quality awards.

Sincerely
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	Steve Stein

SQIG Chair
	
	Ronald B. Natali

SQIG Chair-elect
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