
Los Alamos National Laboratory 
Institutional Biosafety Committee 

Meeting minutes 
October 12, 2004 

Teleconference Call (Closed Meeting) 
 
I.  Meeting called to order at 12:05 by Mark MacInnes, IBC Chair.  Those members 
present on teleconference call:  Mark MacInnes, Dina Sassone, Cheryl Lemanski, David 
Bruce, Jim Freyer, Glenn Funk, Dave Barber, John Olav Johnsen.  Others present:  
Tamas Torok.   
 
Mark introduced Tamas Torok-microbiologist and chair of IBC at Lawrence Berkeley 
National Laboratory.  He is being nominated as a full voting member of the committee; 
and is non-voting until appointed by the LANL Associate Director for Operations.     
 
II. The previous meeting minutes from the November 18, 2003 meeting were approved.  
There were no applications, and thus no meetings on 3/16 and 6/15 2004.  A conference 
call was held on July 7th to discuss a written comments provided by the PI for IBC-53-
2004, as a result of follow-up on implementation of conditions by the IBC chair and 
BSO.     
 
III. All were reminded of the November meeting date. 
 
IV:  Application review  
 
“Proteomic profiling of protein complexes formed during signaling transduction in 
mouse macrophages/Effect of low dose radiation on human cell at protein level”.  Work 
is a combination of BSL-1 and -2.  Major points of discussion included:  insufficient 
experience indicated with human cell lines or with tissue culture for PI or other specific 
personnel; and incompleteness of application in several areas.  A motion was made and   
seconded to defer the application. All were in favor.      
 
“Use of human primary and cultured cell lines to study signaling pathways in response to 
foreign antigen”.   Major points of discussion included:  use of older form, clarification 
of experience, number, and medical surveillance for project personnel, and to have the 
BSO inspect the laboratory for compliance with BSL-2.  A motion was made and 
seconded to approve the application with conditions.  All were in favor.   
 
V.  Human and cell line and tissue work.  A discussion of the current IBC policy on 
human cell line work commenced.  Major points of discussion included testing and 
certification requirements, blood borne pathogens and other potentially infectious 
materials, approach taken by other IBCs, inclusion of non-human primate and 
mammalian cell lines, pre review of applications by BSO, issues with flow cytometry 
laboratories.  A motion was made and seconded to revise the human cell line policy for 
2005, and to have Dina draft it for IBC review.  All were in favor.   
 



VI. Sunshine Project/NIH IBC meeting minutes guidance. Mark led a discussion of 
the Sunshine report.  A motion was made to ensure that meeting minutes met the NIH 
guidance dated May 14, 2004.  All were in favor.   
 
VII. NNSA IBC members as voting members.  Currently, per requirements of LASO, 
there are two NNSA ex officio (non voting) members on the IBC.  The IBC was asked by 
senior line management to consider making our current ex officio NNSA members into 
voting members.  Major discussion points included:  NNSA has the power and right to 
stop work at any time; participation at this step in the process ensures that NNSA has the 
necessary knowledge of planned work at LANL without conflict of interest; and the 
process as it exists is effective.  There was a question of value added of such a change.  It 
was agreed that the request for such a status change would have to come from NNSA line 
management.   
 
Meeting was adjourned at 1:30. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
Dina Sassone, 
Biological Safety Officer  
 


