
 

Los Alamos National Laboratory 
Institutional Biosafety Committee Meeting 

March 29, 2005 

HRL Library 

Welcome and Introductory Remarks:  Mark MacInnes  
Members present:  Cheryl Lemanski, Jim Freyer, Rob Hipwood, Bill Brady, David Bruce, David 
Barber, Mark MacInnes, Richard Honsinger, and Dina Sassone,  

Members participating by teleconference:   John Olav Johnsen, Tamas Torok, Glenn Funk 

Guests:  Stephanie Archuleta, Acting Deputy Division Director, Biosciences Division.   

Mark MacInnes welcomed all, and went over the agenda.  Stephanie Archuleta also welcomed the 
IBC, and emphasized the importance and support Biosciences gives to the IBC.   

Previous minutes’ review and approval 
Minutes provided to the committee had been updated to ensure italics and capitalization of 
organism names, as well as correct spelling of member names.  Jim Freyer moved to accept the 
minutes as amended. Rob Hipwood seconded.  Minutes were approved.   

A brief discussion was held about putting other NNSA non-voting members back on.  Dave 
Barber said an alternate, who could be at the meetings he cannot attend, would be proposed by 
NNSA.  The importance of a biosafety background was discussed.   

Action item:  Dina Sassone will send out the 2005 approved application status to the committee 
members.  

Principle Investigator presentations (5 min presentations, 5 min Q&A) 
PIs provided a brief summary of their proposed work, and answered questions from the 
committee.   

Discussion and votes on applications 

“Growth of and experiments with the non-virulent Bacillus anthracis Sterne Strain and other B. 
anthracis isolates missing pX02, or pX01 and pX02”.  

The IBC voted to approve at BSL-2 with conditions: 

• Section 4:  Insert Jonathan Longmire into personnel table 

• Section 10:  delete reference to latex, add “side shields” to “safety glasses” 

“Culturing enteric bacteria” 

The IBC voted to approve at BSL-2 with conditions: 

• Section 1:  Complete lay summary.   

• Section 6:  Provide strains, and insert RG-2 and BSL-2 in classification table. 



 

• Section 7:  Delete 3rd paragraph in Project Description; not relevant.  

• Section 7:  delete text appearing to be anecdotal information, or provide references.   

• Section 7:  Revise pathogenicity wording:  Enterobacter spp. associated with a variety of 
infections including those of nosocomial origin; urinary, pulmonary, wound and 
bloodstream infections; often as a secondary or opportunistic infection.  Proteus spp:  
Chronic urinary tract infections, bacteremia, pneumonia and focal lesions in debilitated 
patients or those receiving intravenous infusions, neonatal meningoencephalitis, 
empyema, osteomyelitis, cystitis, pyelonephritis, prostatitis  Serratia spp.  Opportunistic 
infections of the endocardium, eyes, blood, wounds, urinary and respiratory tracts; 
infections are often severe or fatal; Notorious nosocomial pathogens, particularly S. 
marcescens which is responsible for 4% of hospital acquired pneumonias; Serious 
reactions have occurred to blood transfusions contaminated with S. liquefaciens; causes 
ocular complications associated with contact lenses 

• Section 10: Reference HCP/IWDs.  Change BSC to Class II, add “with side shields” to 
“safety glasses” 

“Iron acquisition in B. anthracis”  

The committee voted to approve at BSL-2 with conditions:   

• Section 1:  Add “Sterne” to the title, and provide a lay summary.  

• Section 2:  Project sponsor:  clarify sponsor list. If NIH is not a sponsor, delete.   

• Section 4:  Remove or add relevant experience for Dong.  Ensure that all personnel are 
trained in BSL-2 before beginning work.   

• Section 6:  Add in missing source information.     

• Section 7 and Section 10:  change contact time to 60 minutes (spore formers) Remove 
references to BSL-3 in the risk assessment for B. anthracis Sterne. 

• Section 7:  Change route of transmission for B. anthracis Stern to “inhalation, 
percutaneous and ingestion”. 

• Section 10:  Change” 70 percent alcohol” to “10 percent household bleach”.  Delete 
reference to latex gloves.   

• A BSL-2 laboratory approved by the BSO needs to be identified for the project on the 
application.   

“Stimulating Homologous Recombination in Bacillus Anthracis Sterne Cells” 

The committee voted to approve at BSL-2 with conditions:  

• Section 1:  Modify the lay summary; add to the first sentence that makes it clear that this 
research will not allow for any dual use technology. 



 

• Section 6:  Clarify the description of “Sterne-like” to clearly reflect exclusion from Select 
Agent regulations.    

Section 6:  Add in E. coli strains to be used. 

New Business 
 
Classified Reviews – unclassified memos (Sassone)  
 
Discussion tabled until next meeting.  
 
Discussion of Proposed IBC Process Changes 
Mark MacInnes and Dina Sassone provided a brief background for these proposed changes:   

• Term of IBC approvals (2 or 3 years, as of this meeting), with a “no change” extension 
option (up to 1 year - same scope); 

• Length of review (2 weeks instead of 3 weeks prior to meeting); 
• Provisional BSL2- work (approval - Chair and BSO); 

 
It was voted on, pending review of changes in the IBC procedures by the committee, that: 

• The BSO can approve “pure” human cell line work, with a human cell line 
application, modeled on the regular IBC application.  The application would include, 
but not be limited to, a list of organisms and description of the work, The BSO shall 
report approved work to the IBC.  

• The BSO and IBC chair can approve work with B. anthracis Sterne without full IBC 
review. 

 
• Committee delegation of authority to make those decisions; report to the IBC at the 

next committee meeting. 
 
 

Dina Sassone briefly described the proposed changes that are planned to file and approve 
IBC applications electronically.   

 
The committee voted not to allow provisional BSL-2 approvals by the IBC chair and 
BSO, citing the difficulty of ensuring compliance with IBC policies.   

 
New Member nominations:   
Jim Freyer and Cheryl Lemanski’s terms have exceeded three years.  Jim Freyer said he would 
like to step off the committee; Cheryl Lemanski indicated interest in continuing.  Both were 
thanked for their service.  Christy Ruggiero has been nominated by her Division Leader.  The 
committee is awaiting word from B Division in terms of nominations.   
 
The committee also discussed opportunities for improvement, including:   

• Giving researchers an opportunity for complaint resolution at the end of each meeting 
(Action item:  Letter written by IBC Chair through BSO to Bioscience Division 
Leader to be provided to the committee).    

• Clarify deferral and what it means 
• Provide samples of good applications to PIs.  

 
NEPA review of virus work  



 

Brief discussion.  Dina Sassone will follow up with Dave Barber.  
 
BSL-3 status  
 
No BSL-3 proposals are expected for the June meeting.  
 
Adjourn  
Meeting was adjourned at 12:03.   


