RICHARD E. MALENFANT

Richard (Dick) Malenfant has been associated with every successful nuclear propulsion program that has been cancelled!  These include nuclear propulsion for aircraft, nuclear rockets, and the nuclear ramjet.  After receipt of a degree in engineering physics from the University of Minnesota, he worked in the critical experiments facility at Oak Ridge National Laboratory on both circulating fuel and direct air cycle for nuclear aircraft propulsion.  Following reassignment from Air Force pilot training to research and development, he worked as a nuclear research officer on radiation transport and shielding analyses for several nuclear programs at the Propulsion Laboratory of Wright-Patterson AFB.  He joined Los Alamos in January 1961 and spent the majority of his time at the critical experiments facility at TA-18.  In the early 80s he was instrumental in the reconstruction and operation (at critical) of a true replica of Little Boy to benchmark the yield and to evaluate the dose to the survivors of Hiroshima.  He retired as a laboratory employee in November 1996 after assignments primarily in N, Q, and A Divisions, and as Staff Member in the Director’s Office.  He served a two-year change-of-station assignment with the Assistant Secretary (of Energy) for Military Application in Germantown, Maryland from 1984-1986; and a second change-of-station assignment to the office of Nonproliferation and National Security at DOE in Washington from 1994-1996.  While on that assignment, he supported the DOE and the Department of State on a 1995 visit to the Democratic Peoples Republic of Korea (North Korea) regarding the provision of heavy fuel oil to replace nuclear reactors.  He continues work as a contractor through TMC Services supporting the relocation of TA-18, documentation of some early experiments, and mentoring new staff.

