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From where did New Mexico families originate and when did they come to New Mexico? The pioneer settlers who colonized New Mexico came from many different parts of the Spanish realms as well as other European countries and Africa. Over the centuries, a great many individuals and families braved the perilous journey on El Camino Real de Tierra Adentro at tremendous risk to their lives, traveling great distances between permanent settlements to reach one of the most remote regions of the Castilian empire, New Mexico. Those soldiers and settlers who remained can be counted among the ancestors of people with Hispano roots in colonial New Mexico. This presentation will provide historical information about the five waves of colonization of New Mexico and identify the specific time periods for which over 250 families came to New Mexico between 1598 through 1821.

Short Bio:

José Antonio Esquibel is an independent historian and genealogical researcher. He has authored numerous articles related to Spanish colonial genealogy and history with particular regard to New Mexico. With John B. Colligan he is co-author of  The Spanish Recolonization of New Mexico: An a Account of the Families Recruited at Mexico City, 1693 (Hispanic Genealogical Research Center of New Mexico, Albuquerque, 1999).  As a research consultant he contributed to the third volume of the Vargas Project, To the Royal Crown Restored: The Journals of Don Diego de Vargas, New Mexico, 1692-1694 (John L. Kessell, Rick Hendricks, and Meredith D. Dodge, eds., Albuquerque: UNM Press, 1995), and has also served as a research consultant for El Camino Real Project. With Christine and Douglas Preston he is co-author of The Royal Road: El Camino Real from Mexico City to Santa Fe (UNM Press, 1998). José Antonio maintains a New Mexico genealogy web site titled 'Beyond Origins of New Mexico Families,' which provides new and findings regarding the genealogy of New Mexico families of the colonial era (http://pages.prodigy.net/bluemountain1/beyondorigins.htm). He is vice-president of the Historical Society of New Mexico, coordinates monthly meetings of the Northern New Mexico Genealogical Group, and works for the New Mexico Department of Health.

Long Bio

José Antonio Esquibel lives in Santa Fe with his daughter, Jael. He is originally from Albuquerque with family roots in the northern New Mexico communities of Las Vegas, Roy, Mora, Taos, Santa Barbara, Abuquiu, Embudo and Santa Cruz. A graduate of the University of New Mexico with a bachelors degree in Psychology, José Antonio has worked in the field of substance abuse prevention and treatment for almost twenty-three years, working with adolescents and their families. For the past four years he has been employed with the New Mexico Department of Health helping to manage the funds received from the federal government for substance abuse prevention.

In recent years, José Antonio has co-authored two books and contributed to three anthologies on New Mexico history. His research and writing has focused on the history and genealogy of New Mexico families. The interest in this subject was motivated by the birth of his daughter in 1984. By 1989 he was writing about the genealogical history of his ancestors, and his first of over forty-five articles was published in 1992. His articles have been published mainly in genealogical journals such as The New Mexico Genealogist, Nuestra Raíces (genealogical journal of the Genealogical Society of Hispanic America) and Herencia (genealogical journal of the Hispanic Genealogical Research Center of New Mexico). In addition, his research into the maternal ancestry of don Juan de Oñate was published in the Spring 1998 issue of the Colonial Latin American Historical Review, an scholarly journal dedicated to the history of the Spanish colonial era. 

With Christine Preston and Douglas Preston, José Antonio is co-author of The Royal Road: El Camino Real From Mexico City to Santa Fe published by the University of New Mexico Press (1998). He is also a contributor to two anthologies: Seeds of Struggle/Harvest of Faith: The History of the Catholic Church in New Mexico (Albuquerque: LPD Press, 1998), and  El Camino Real de Tierra Adentro, Vol. 2 (New Mexico Bureau of Land Management, 1999). As a research consultant, he contributed to the third volume of the Vargas Project, To the Royal Crown Restored: The Journals of Don Diego de Vargas, New Mexico, 1692-1694 (John L. Kessell, Rick Hendricks, and Meredith D. Dodge, eds., Albuquerque: UNM Press, 1995), and has also served as a research consultant for the El Camino Real Project (New Mexico Bureau of Land Management. With John B. Colligan he is co-author of the recently published book title The Spanish Recolonization of New Mexico (Albuquerque: Hispanic Genealogical Research Center of New Mexico, 1999). This book is the result of many years of research and chronicles the history and genealogy of an amazing group of colonists that settle in New Mexico, leaving numerous descendants. 

José Antonio has presented papers at four conferences of the Historical Society of New Mexico and given many presentations to various groups. His most current research has been focused on understanding the development of New Mexico's Hispano society based on the convergence of multiple groups of New Mexico settlers between December 1693 and April 1695. This research will be published as a chapter in a history book that is currently titled "Between Worlds: New Mexican Santos."

In order to share additional information that he gathers from his research, José Antonio also maintains a web site dedicated to updating the genealogical work found in Fray Angélico Chávez's book Origins of New Mexico Families in the Spanish Colonial Era. The 'Beyond Origins of New Mexico Families' web site also encourages other people to submit their genealogical findings. The web site address is pages.prodigy.net/bluemountain1/beyondorigins.htm.

In 1999 José Antonio was elected to the board of the Historical Society of New Mexico, and in the same year was appointed by the Mayor of Santa Fe to serve on the City of Santa Fe's Children and Youth Commission. For the past year, he has coordinated the monthly meetings of the Northern New Mexico Genealogical Group, and is doing volunteer work with the New Mexico State Records Center and Archives in the formation of the Friends of the Archives, an organization that will be dedicated to supporting the work of the State Records Center and Archives. He and his daughter are also active members of their parish, Santa María de la Paz Catholic Community.
