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Bradbury Science Museum       Middle School      Gallery Quest! 

 

Group Names-    KEY    
Try to find all of these things somewhere in the museum. 

 

 a satellite:  What does a satellite do? 

 

  Location: On the ceiling in the Defense Gallery and 2 more on  

   the wall between the Defense and the research Galleries  

   next to Demo Stage. Some of the kids may look for a  

   satellite dish. 

  Possible answer: A satellite orbits Earth and sends  

   signals to satellite dishes. 

 

 a spacecraft: How are a spacecraft and a satellite different? 

 

  Location: On the backside of the Plutonium Legacy exhibit  

   across from the seismograph in the Defense Gallery. 

  Possible Answer: A satellite is meant to stay in orbit whereas a  

   spacecraft is intended to come back to Earth or travel into 

   interplanetary space. 

 

 a circuit board 

 

  Location: Several in cases on the side of the Computing exhibit 

   next to the Theater. 

       

 a Geiger counter:  What does it measure? 

 

  Location: On the radiation exhibit in the Research Gallery. 

  Answer: Radiation 

 

 Norris Bradbury:  Who was he? 

 

  Location: In the front lobby, the statue. 

  Possible Answer: A director of LANL from 1945-1970. 

 

 electrotint windows 
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  Location: In between the Research and Defense galleries  

   directly across from the Theater entrance.    


 a spider wasp: Why do you think it is called a spider wasp? 

 

  Location: On the back wall of the Research Gallery in a glass 

   case.  

  Possible Answer: Because it eats spiders. 

 

 The Gadget:  What was it used for? 

 

  Location: In a glass case in the middle of the History Gallery. 

  Possible Answer: It was used to test the implosion style bomb. 

    

 a parachute: What was attached to this parachute? 

 

  Location: On the ceiling in the Defense Gallery. 

  Answer: A blast gauge canister. 

 

 OLD newspapers  

 

  Location: Along the left wall as you enter History Gallery. 

   

 helicorder/ seismograph: What does it measure? 

 

Location: By the back wall adjacent to the windows of the 

 Defense Gallery. 

Possible Answer: It measures ground movement, seismic activity, 

 earthquakes. 

 

 a photo of Los Alamos during World War II 

 

  Location: On the wall next to the first entrance of the  

   Auditorium in the History Gallery. 

 

 obsidian rock:  What kind of rock is this? 
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  Location: In the Research Gallery beneath the TV right next to 

   Demo Stage. 

  Possible Answer: It is igneous rock or cooled lava that cooled so  

   quick it became glass. 

    

 a perfume bottle:  How was it colored yellow? 

 

  Location: On the left wall as you first enter the History Gallery.  

  Answer: It is colored by uranium in the glass. 

   

 a slide rule: Why is it beside the computer?  

 

  Location: In a case within the Computing exhibit by the Theater 

   in the Defense Gallery. 

  Possible Answer: It was used to do long and difficult math  

   before calculators or computers, it was the computer’s  

   predecessor.  

 

 a linear accelerator:  What does LANSCE stand for? 

 

  Location: Directly opposite the entrance to Tech Lab in the 

   Research Gallery. 

  Answer: Los Alamos Neutron Science Center  

 

 a turbulent orb 

 

  Location: In the lobby before the entrance to the Research  

   Gallery. 


 the Einstein Letter:  Did Einstein write the Einstein letter? 

          Who did? 

 

  Location: On the first counter beneath the perfume bottle in 

   the History Gallery. 

  Answer 1: No, Einstein did not write the letter although he did 

   sign and send it to President Roosevelt. 

  Answer 2: A group of lesser known scientists including Leo 

   Szilard wrote the letter and asked for Einstein’s help. 
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 a smoke detector:  What type of radiation does it emit? 

 

  Location: On the Radiation exhibit in the Research Gallery. 

  Answer: Alpha and low-energy gamma rays. 

 

 

 

 a neutron and proton cartoon 

 

  Location: On the LANSCE exhibit across from the Tech Lab  

   entrance. 

 

 Fat Man (This is NOT a person!):  On which city was it dropped? 

   How many other nuclear devices models can you find? 

 

  Location: The large yellow bomb model in the Defense Gallery. 

  Answer 1: Nagasaki 

  Answer 2: There are 10 nuclear devices models in the museum. 

   -Fat Man in the Defense Gallery 

   -Little Boy in the Defense Gallery 

   -5 grouped together next to the Theater entrance 

    >2 W80’s, the silver canisters 

    >1 B83, the long, white unit on the floor 

    >1 W87, black cone 

    >1 B61, the long gray unit on the floor 

   -an ALCM above the chain link fence in Defense 

   -1 device in the middle of the Rack on the back wall by  

    the seismograph of Defense. 

   -the Gadget in the History Gallery 

 

 tungsten, lead, and copper:  Which one is heavier? 

            Which is most like plutonium? 

 

  Location: Under the large yellow pillar in the Defense Gallery. 

  Answer 1: Tungsten 

  Answer 2: Tungsten 
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 What did you find interesting?______________________   


