
    Catch a Zephyr! 
 An Inventor’s Challenge to Harness the Wind. 

 
Sponsored by the Bradbury Science Museum 

 
Individuals and teams of all ages are challenged to create mobiles, whirligigs, or 
wind energy machines to display at the countywide event, “The Next Big Idea” on 
July 19, 2008.  
 
Follow these three easy steps to catch a Zephyr! 
 
First  
Decide whether you want to “go it alone” or work as a team.  
Children? Teens? Adults? Inventors can be any age.  
Family teams are a great way to enjoy science together! 
 
Please call and let us know that you plan to participate by June 23 so that we will 
have enough prizes. 
 
Second 
Choose your category and build it.           

Mobiles- 
1) must weight less than ½ pound 
2) must have a vertical drop of no more than 2 feet 
3) must have a radius of 2 feet or less 
4) must use some recycled material  

 
 Whirlygigs- 

1) must have a dimension no larger than 50 cm cubed 
2) must use some recycled material 
3) weather resistance or weather proofing  is encouraged 
4)  must be mounted on a stick 

  
Wind Energy Machines-  

1) must use the energy of the wind to do work 
2) must be operated entirely by wind energy 
3) does not have to do practical work 
4) must use some recycled material 
 

ALL inventions must be original.   NO purchased kits. 
 
 
 
Third 



Sign in and show your stuff at the “Next Big Idea” to win prizes. 
 
Mobiles should be brought to the museum by Wednesday, July 16. They will be 
on display at the museum on Saturday, July 19. 
 
Whirlygigs and Wind Energy Machines should be brought to Central Park Square 
on Saturday, July 19 by 9:00 am. Please sign in at the Bradbury Science 
Museum table.  
 
We encourage inventors to be present with their invention from 9:30-10:00 am.  
Participants will draw numbers for prizes (including radiometers, kites, 
boomerangs, fans, etc.)  
 
Need Help? 
Don’t be blown away! We are here to help.  
 
Examples of each category may be seen at the Bradbury Science Museum 
beginning the first week of June. 
 
Inventor’s Workshops will be held at the Bradbury Science Museum the 
weeks of June 16-20 and July 14-17. During each workshop session supplies 
and consulting will be available for the first twenty projects.  Choose the time that 
is best for you or your team. 
      
     T, W, Th, F 10:00 - 12:00 
M, T, W, Th, F 1:00 - 3:00 
M, T, W, Th, F 3:00 - 5:00 
 

 
 

For more information or to schedule groups visit our website at 
www.lanl.gov/museum or call an educator at (505) 606-1492. 

 


