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Background Metals and Radioactivity in
Storm Water Chemistry on the Pajarito Plateau
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The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) defines “background” as substances or locations g 50 = - = S
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(1) Human-influenced or anthropogenic background (baseline)—natural and human-made
substances present in the environment as a result of human activity, for example, an urban
developed landscape such as a city or townsite.

(2) Naturally occurring—substances present in the environment in forms that have not been
influenced by human activity, for example, a landscape where no industrial or invasive agricultural
activity has occurred (national forest lands).

Storm Water Runoff from Watersheds in Background Regions of the Pajarito Plateau
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In 2012, a report describing the distribution of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) in precipitation and
storm water within the upper Rio Grande watershed was published. This study was conducted jointly
by NMED and LANL.

In 2013, a report presenting background metals and radioactivity in storm water on the Pajarito
Plateau was published. The results from this report are presented here.

Statistical Methods

All statistical analyses were performed on validated data.
Estimated concentrations, “J” qualified, and nonqualified results
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