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THE CONTOUR METHOD
The Open University is leading research in Europe developing the Contour Method of residual stress 
measurement. 

This is the 3rd Contour Seminar, a follow up of our successful seminars in 2012 and 2014. The aims of this 
seminar are to disseminate the latest research in the �eld to academia and industry and to provide a 
forum for discussion by bringing together leading researchers, contour method practitioners and those 
interested in applying the technique or interpreting its results. 

We are delighted to welcome three keynote speakers; Dr Mike Prime of Los Alamos Laboratories who 
invented the Contour Method, Professor Mike Hill of the University of California Davis and director of Hill 
Engineering, LLC and Dr Pierluigi Pagliaro of General Motors Powertrain Europe S.r.l.

THE 3    BIENNIAL SEMINAR AT THE OPEN UNIVERSITYRD

Dr Mike Prime, Los Alamos National Laboratory, US
Professor Mike Hill, Professor of Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering, University of California Davis, US
Dr Pierluigi Pagliaro, General Motors Powertrain Europe S.r.l.
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Registration, Tea/Co�ee
Welcome: Professor Anne de Roeck (Executive Dean)
Introduction: Professor John Bouchard
Keynote lecture: Contour method basics: Dr Mike Prime
Data analysis case study: Mr Jeferson Araujo de Oliveira
Keynote lecture: Multiple cuts & multiple methods: Dr Pierluigi Pagliaro
Improving spatial resolution: Professor John Bouchard
Lunch
Applications: Dr Sanjooram Paddea
Keynote lecture: Contour method errors: Dr. Mike Prime
New cutting strategies to control plasticity:
Dr Foroogh Hosseinzadeh & Dr Ondrej Muránsky
Tea/co�ee
Keynote lecture: Biaxial residual stress mapping by combining
contour and slitting: Professor Mike Hill
Open Discussion 
Tour of Laboratories: Contour method equipment
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