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THE DI FFI CULTI ES | N DEALI NG W TH PGSI Tl VE BLANKS

As | ong as bl anks are consi stent enough and positive enough to be
determ nabl e there are several ways to deal with correcting data.

Geat difficulties arise, however, in the case of bioassay
bl anks where the sensitivity requirenments are such that a few
counts, nore or |ess, of blank or background in a day of counting
are enough to nmake it inpossible to determne the true net
concentration of the sanple activity. Lacking this information
a true determnation of the commtted dose nmay be inpossible or
just a guess. | suspect that in npbst cases, the user of the
data, being far away fromthe | aboratory, may not be aware that
the data base may be skewed by real or imaginary blanks whose
originis not properly understood and therefore nay be inproperly
treated mathematically and statistically.

This paper will present some considerations of blanks which
apply specifically to "extended state of the art" analysis. In
these situations nornmal statistical evaluations fail and other
means to gain confidence in data nust be derived.



